
PURITY BRIDGE CLINIC 
POLICY for the Revision of Earfold 

INTRODUCTION 

EarFoldTM is the new implant used to perform corrective surgery for prominent ears.  

It is minimally invasive and has a low complication rate in studies to date.  However, 

as with any surgical procedure, it has potential complications associated with it and 

some patients may not be satisfied with the outcome of their earFoldTM procedure.  

This policy covers patients who have undergone earFoldTM procedures at Purity Bridge 

and are dissatisfied with the outcome of their procedure and/or have suffered a 

complication following and associated with their procedure. For clarification, there are 

three parts to the cost of an earFoldTM procedure: the surgeon’s fee, the facility fee 

(for nursing costs, consumables etc) and the cost of the implant itself.  

 

TYPES OF REVISION SURGERY 

The below procedures are potential types of revision or additional surgery that may 

be required following an earFoldTM procedure: 

• Removal of implant(s) 
• Replacement of implant(s) (at time of removal or as a delayed procedure) 
• Conchal bowl reduction 
• Otoplasty  

 

CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE PURITY BRIDGE WILL COVER REVISION 

SURGERY 

 
Please note that in the circumstances outlined below, there will be no surgical fee or 
facility fee, however the costs of any further earFoldTM implants will be borne by the 
patient. 

 
1. An unsatisfactory correction of prominent ears has occurred in the opinion of 

both the patient and the Purity Bridge Consultant Plastic Surgeon who 
performed the earFoldTM procedure.  The outcome is significantly inferior and 
different to the predicted outcome preoperatively. 

2. A postoperative complication has occurred following earFoldTM surgery 
requiring treatment and/or revision corrective surgery. Some examples of these 
circumstances are given below. 
• Infection 
• Implant visibility and/or palpability (which can lead to future extrusion) 
• Implant extrusion 

 

 

 

 

 



PURITY BRIDGE CLINIC 
POLICY for the Revision of Earfold 

CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE PURITY BRIDGE WILL NOT COVER 

REVISION SURGERY 

 

1. Change of mind regarding implant position and/or number of implants used 
when the chosen position and number of implants in each ear was discussed 
and agreed in the preoperative consultation.  The implants have been placed 
correctly in the predetermined locations and the results are satisfactory 
compared to the predicted outcome from the agreed procedure.  

2. A suboptimal correction of prominent ears has been achieved with earFoldTM 
implants alone when this was predicted preoperatively and an additional 
procedure e.g. conchal bowl reduction was recommended in conjunction with 
earFoldTM implants for an optimal result in the preoperative consultation but 
declined by the patient. 

3. No reasonable justification for revision surgery is identified by the Purity Bridge 
Consultant Plastic Surgeon, who performed the earFoldTM procedure.  

Additional charges for further surgery may apply in these circumstances. 

  

AUTHORISATION PROCESS FOR REVISION SURGERY 

1. The Purity Bridge Consultant Plastic Surgeon who performed the earFoldTM 
procedure identifies the need for a revision procedure and the type of 
corrective procedure required. 

2. The case is discussed with the Medical Director and Clinic Manager of Purity 
Bridge and written approval for revision surgery is obtained. 

3. Once approved, the Clinic Manager of Purity Bridge is informed of the decision. 
4. Following these steps, revision surgery can be scheduled. 

The only exception to this process is when harm will be caused to the patient by 

waiting for revision surgery approval and treatment of a complication is required e.g. 

removal of an implant that has become infected.  In such an event, the above process 

should be followed retrospectively and any future surgery will need prior approval 

before being scheduled. 

 

 

 


